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Senior Awards night was held May 15, 2019 at MCC High School. We are excited
to share the recipients of the MCC Education Foundation scholarships!

ISSUE 5
SUMMER
2019

MCC Education
Foundation is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3)
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Myles Westman Memorial Scholarship - Walker Blank and
Grace Sorenson pictured with David Myhrer who
presented the scholarship

MCC Education Foundation Agriculture Studies
Scholarship - Carter Horien with Shelly Guzek who
presented the scholarship.

CONTACT US AT
mcceducationfund
@mccfreeze.org

FIND US AT
www.mcceducation
foundation.org

MCC Education Foundation Scholarship - Grace
Sorenson with Shelly Guzek, Education
Foundation Board President.

Taylor Moen Scholarship - Grace Sorenson, Marissa Nelson
and Rachel Buck with Shelly Guzek, who is Taylor 's mom
and sponsor of this scholarship.

CONGRATULATIONS!

The vision of the MCC Education Foundation is to
provide MCC students opportunity for creativity, growth
and scholarship by building community partnerships.
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M CC Edu cat ion Fou n dat ion Boar d

We would like to thank

Shelly Helm Guzek, President

Larson Construction

Mark Knutson, Vice President

for being a sponsor of this issue

Patti Anderson, Secretary

Larson Construction is owned
by Don Larson, MCC class 1968 and
Josh Larson, MCC class of 2002

Kayla Leader, Treasurer
Gail Larson, Director
Denise Laymon, Director
Ron Paggen, Director

We would like to thank

Brian Rokke, Director

Sethre's Foods

Sue Knutson,
Office Administrator

for being a sponsor of this issue
James Sethre is a 1979
graduate of MCC

The Board meets quarterly and
the annual meeting is the first
Tuesday in May.
M CC Education Foundation uses
Donor Dock to assist us in our
fundr aising and outreach endeavor s.

Th r iven t Ch oice m ak es a m ean in gf u l
im pact ......
Your Choice Dollars can now help MCC Education
Foundation.
Think of the impact you - and other eligible
Thrivent members - can help make by directing
Choice Dollars to the MCC Education Foundation.
Directing Choice Dollars is easy. Simply go to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and
find program terms and conditions. Or call
800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" after the
prompt. Together we can do even more to help
strengthen communities and change lives.

M an y Th an k s t o Br en da (Dah l)
Adam ek , class of 1983, for sharing her
Hall of Fame pictures with us. This thank
you is late. We appreciate you Brenda!

The mission of the MCC
Education Foundation is to
support and enhance innovative
education for all MCC Students.

The MCC Education Foundation shares a website with the MCC School District at http://www.newfolden.k12.mn.us/
Find us under the More tab.

Ou r w ebsit e addr ess h as ch an ged!!

On our webpages you will find past issues of the Spotlight 2.0 http://www.newfolden.k12.mn.us/spotlight-20.html

Fin d u s at w w w.m ccedu cat ion f ou n dat ion .or g

The Logbooks and Ice Caps from past issues. http://www.newfolden.k12.mn.us/logbooks-and-ice-caps.html
And you can now give donations to the Education Foundation through PayPal.
http://www.newfolden.k12.mn.us/how-to-give.html
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M yles West m an , A M an Wor t h y of Hon or

Feat u r e St or y - M yles West m an

As told by David Myhrer, friend and classmate
Myles Westman is fondly remembered by everyone who knew him. Myles was raised in the Newfolden area
by his grandparents. He was an average student, a good athlete but he wasn?t able to play many sports as he
usually didn?t have a ride home from games. His classmates remember him as the kindest, gentlest soul who
was very polite and well mannered. One classmate remembers that Myles was considering going into the
ministry. One action that made an impact on a fellow Newfoldenite was during Vacation Bible School one
summer, this young boy was hoping to be picked to play on a baseball team, jumping up and down trying to
the captains? attention. He was one of the smallest and youngest there. Myles, seeing his excitement and wanting to make this
little guy happy, picked him for the very first member of his team. That young boy is Pastor Marlin Bjornrud who still feels
honored by Myles?action that day. Everyone had respect for Myles and he was a friend to all.
Before Myles graduated in May 1968, he decided to enlist. He just felt he needed to help. At the sign up, Myles knew that he
would be going to Vietnam and that he would see action. This must have taken courage, to know and still be willing to go.
Myles was assigned to the 101st Airborne Division as a paratrooper. He was able to be home for Christmas before being sent to
Vietnam. He was a machine gun mate and when ammo was out, he would run across the field, dodging
fire from the enemy, to get more. He risked his life many times. He volunteered to search for wounded
men, often not finding men, but parts of the men to bring back. He would volunteer to do tasks others
would rather not, like taking an axe and clearing land so helicopters would have space to land. Myles
would also lead in prayer on the battlefield. In May of 1969, Myles was on Hamburger Hill fighting with
the rest of his company for control of the hill. Myles is mentioned several times in the book ?The
Crouching Beast? by Frank Boccia, which is an account of the battle for Hamburger Hill. His captain
referred to Myles as ?the tall blond Swede? who he thought was one of the best of the best. On May 13,
1969, about 5 months after arriving in Vietnam, Myles was killed on Hamburger Hill. He was 19.
His classmates wanted Myles to be remembered and honored. Myles gave his life for them, for his battlefield buddies, for the
United States, for us. So in 1978, at their 10 year reunion, they started a scholarship in tribute of Myles Westman because all he
was and had done. Leann, Donny, Danny, Kathy, Van, Dede, Peggy, and others have been instrumental in seeing that the
scholarship was started and handed out each year. Myles?battlefield buddies, Tim Logan in particular, have joined his
classmates by giving towards the scholarship.
This spring, the classmates of Myles decided to join with the MCC Education Foundation in order to assure that the scholarship
continues. Myles Westman will be remembered and honored each year when the scholarship is given out to students who
follow in Myles example of being kind, gentle, and a friend to all. If you would like to also honor Myles with a gift towards his
scholarship, please indicate that it for the Myles Westman Memorial Scholarship when you send your gift to MCC Education
Foundation.

Fr om t h e Boar d
Sch olar sh ips

by Shelly Helm Guzek

When I was in High School I thought very little about scholarships. The only thing I really thought about was getting
through school and defining my independence. I had a goal of going to college but, in the 80?s sometimes going to work
was a little bit more important. Before I graduated there was one thing that really impacted me during my high school
years. It was when my best friend lost her brother in a plane crash. I didn?t know how to act or what to say or do. I just
had to be there for her. That family later on built a scholarship in memory of their son and brother. What a great way to
memorialize your family member. I never in a million years dreamt that I would be doing the same exact thing for my son
years later. But here I am going on the 3rd year presenting the Taylor Moen Scholarship. When someone holds a special
place in your heart, giving a scholarship can make a big impact in your life and it can make changes to the community for
good. Education is the gift that lasts a lifetime. There are many types of scholarships and in many different increments.
A class can create a scholarship in memory of a classmate, parents of a loved one can create a scholarship,
organizations can create a scholarship. There are several ways to show our youth that we care and that we believe in
them and their future.
?Education is not just about going to school and getting a degree. It?s about widening your knowledge and absorbing the
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truth about life. ? Shakuntala Devi

Th e Con t in u in g Saga...

Ren ew you r f r ien dsh ip w it h ...

Jan elle Du r ay
Class of 2003
I remember the summer before kindergarten. I was
so excited for school I couldn?t stand it. My older
sister helped me create a calendar to make my
countdown seem faster ? a page for each day. We
always went to Rollag each summer for the Western Minnesota Steam Threshers Reunion and I was excited to think that
my calendar would be down to only one day when we returned, and the next morning I would finally start school at
Marshall County Central.
I loved school because although I didn?t realize it when I was 5, it was my ticket to the world.
Don?t get me wrong. I loved growing up where I did. The farm, the outdoors, the tranquility, the
nature, the seasons. The Snake River providing a kid?s biological dream world of tadpoles and
crawfish; the hunt to discover the exact location where mama kitty hid her litter of kittens each
summer; a yard filled with oak trees that would never disappoint in producing a huge jumping
Megan Weleski (my best
pile; the snowy Christmases when we would drive to neighbors near and far to see which house
friend) and me 1991-1992
had the best lights. The memories are many and I cherish them.
But, I remember feeling like a fish out of water at times. When I was 18, I was nominated by one of our MCC teachers
(still not sure who it was) to attend the National Youth Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C. I met students from
across the country, and made friends with two girls in particular ? one from Massachusetts and one from Florida. Both
were from very well off families. One evening, we had a dinner at the Swedish Embassy where the Secretary of Veteran
Affairs spoke. I looked at my place setting and wondered which fork I should use. I was shocked when the wait staff put
my napkin on my lap for me and wondered why they put the dressing on my salad when I was capable myself. My new
Florida friend asked me why I used the side of my fork to cut my meat instead of using a fork and knife. I think her exact
words were ?Who uses a fork like that?!? (To which I immediately retorted, ?Janelle does.?)
I didn?t feel bad for myself, but I wondered why hadn?t I already been exposed to this world back home? Why was I the
strange one when I found more utility in a fork than its intended purpose. Wasn?t that a good thing?
Our magical, outdoor rural nook in Northwest Minnesota was just that ? a small nook in a big broad world. I craved to
learn about that world. For me, education was the key to access it. I wanted to meet people who thought, looked and
spoke differently than me, exposed me to new ways of thinking that I might disagree with, but maybe I?d also realize that
when others thought differently than me, it didn?t make either of us wrong.
Then, there was college. I went to the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities after telling my parents it was the closest school
I would attend. I needed to experience the world outside of our little nook. My freshman year I made friends with one of
my best friends to this day, Wumi. Wumi and our group of girlfriends my freshman year opened my eyes to new ways of
thinking. Wumi?s parents were immigrants from Nigeria. Now, there isn?t much diversity in the Red River Valley so
meeting Wumi and her family was new for me. I learned that it was the educational opportunities in America that
brought Wumi?s parents from their small village in Nigeria to Minnesota. Everyone has a different story.
Then, there was Texas ? a short 9 month stint in a college exchange program. I learned a few things in Texas: hot sauce is
better than ketchup, everything truly is bigger in Texas (the sky was so big and blue and beautiful), and I am a Yankee and
don?t you forget about it. Don?t get me wrong, I met a lot of great people in Texas, but my biggest take away was an
intense culture of state pride. ?Don?t Mess with Texas? ya?ll. When people asked where I was from, I heard more than
once ?Minnesota? Wow, I?m bet you?re glad you left.? Being so eager to experience other people and places, I wasn?t one
to think a single place being better than others. So, I moved back to Minnesota to finish my degree.
And ten years ago there was Washington, D.C., the most enlightening experience of them all. You see, I always thought
that in some way I had broken through barriers as a kid and student. I had been handed an upbringing that was a bit
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continued on page 5

Jan elle Du r ay, con t in u ed
unfair being from a rural community where there wasn?t a lot of opportunity to visit museums, meet people from other
countries, be exposed to cutting edge technologies or be the first place where an author would launch their book tour.
But in moving to Washington, D.C., I learned just how privileged I was.
I work in education each and every day as the Senior Vice President of Jobs for America?s Graduates, or JAG. JAG is a 39
year old national nonprofit that works with students who experience an incredible amount of barriers and/or trauma
each day. Often times, our students are on the verge of dropping out of high school. We work with twelve of the nations
Governors (bipartisan ? I might add!) to support 72,000 students from the most rural Native American reservations in
Montana to the inner cities of Los Angeles and Detroit. The Governors on our Board highlight the incredibly desolate
poverty in the Mississippi Delta in our Southern states and the plagues of violence that have been creeping into our
inner cities and families feel there is no way out.
Our students might not know where the next meal is coming from. They might be leaving school to work so they can help
make ends meet. They might fear for their lives as they walk to school, hoping a stray bullet doesn?t catch them because
they have a big test that day. They might be parenting, in an abusive household, been told they are worth nothing, or
looking over their younger siblings because their parents have fallen victim to the opioid epidemic. A combination of
barriers that may be created by a system larger than all of us have left our kids behind. And it?s easy to blame their
parents, but weren?t they also just kids not too long ago, navigating the same challenges and systemic barriers listed
above?
I had two parents who promoted my success and encouraged me to follow my dreams. I had a community of leaders
that made excellent use of their resources to provide a terrific educational system despite being in a very rural area that
doesn?t always have access to all resources. Our teachers truly cared and brought programming to MCC that was
exceptional for the size of our student body. I still brag about MCC going to state in the Internet Bowl (was that what it
was called?) when ?surfing the web? still took a dial-up and webpages took minutes to load. We had AP courses, and Mrs.
Dahl would bring literature discussion to life in a way that stretched our brains. We had a bio teacher in Mr. Peterson
who would get so excited about bringing the class to Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge to explore the tiny wonders of the
world that are the building blocks of life.
So this article went a bit longer than I was intending, but I don?t think
of my school and think of amazing laughs and lighthearted fun,
although there was plenty of that. I think of it through the lens of
working with JAG students. I was provided a runway of opportunity.
Now, we must work to bring that runway to those that aren?t as
fortunate.
MCC provided me with an education that went above and beyond for
Janelle with Mandy Nicholls of JAG-Alabama, Louisiana
a rural community, and it took me moving to the Twin Cities, the
Governor John Bel Edwards, and Ken Smith, President of JAG
Dallas-Ft. Worth metro and now Washington, D.C., to truly recognize
how great of an education I received.

M CC Edu cat ion Fou n dat ion's Year in Review
* Mailed out 3 issues of the Spotlight 2.0. Distribution has increased from 753 (Summer 2018) to 984 (Spring 2019).
* During Newfest 2018, the Foundation held an open house for the MCC Outdoor Classroom.
* Presently we have approximately 1100 alumni and friends entered into our database. BUT many classes are incomplete or
we don't have current information.
* Scholarships have grown to 5 that will be funded through or by the Foundation.
* Scholarship Endowment Fund has been created.
* There is a fundraiser presently in the works .
The Foundation is always looking for volunteers and board members. For more information contact us at
mcceducationfund@mccfreeze.org or talk to a current board member.
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Bit s Fr om Th e Past

Gif t s Given

by Gail Larson

From the Spotlight N ovem ber 1977
Student Council members attending a meeting in Red
Lake Falls included Lor n a M au r st ad, Adele Ku java,
Den ise St ok ke, Jan et Bjor n r u d, an d Bob Tu n h eim .
Band and Choir students attending a fall music festival
included Sh eila Er ick son , M yles Hogber g, Debbie
Bot h u m , An n Han son , Allison Joh n son , an d Jam es
Set h r e.
Sophomore Class Officers: St acy For sell, Kat h y
Sim pson , Valer ie St ok ke, an d Ker r y Hodn e.
1977 Homecoming Queen - Ter i Car lson
C Team Basketball Cheerleaders: Tam ie An der son ,
M ich elle Hodn e, Dian n e M ak i, Nan cy Halvor son ,
Nan cy Peder son , an d alt er n at e, Dan a Peder son .

In M em or y of
James E Bleth
Andy Lindgren
Maynard Samuelson
Ed Johnson
Clayton Hjelle
Dennis Hanson
Don Lunke

Jolen e En gen an d M ar k Halvor son were Masters of
Ceremony for the Homecoming Talent Show.

Wall of Hon or In du ct ion will be held on Saturday Sept 7 during Newfest weekend,
Program will be at 5 pm with an Open House before the program and after the program.
Please join us in honoring Ardelle Anderson, Clarice Floberg, and Edwin Mounger

Fr om t h e desk of Su per in t en den t Jef f Lu n d
The Marshall County Central School District is extremely grateful for the Marshall County Central Education
Foundation and other local groups sponsoring scholarships for our high school seniors each year. The Marshall
County Central Education Foundation has helped expand the offerings of scholarships. It is a great opportunity for
families and individuals to memorialize a loved one, support an activity of interest, support a profession, encourage
character traits in individuals, or truly make a difference to the local community. Each year we have an annual award
ceremony for high school seniors in May prior to graduation. The awards ceremony is well attended. Each scholarship
is given a short amount of time to explain their history and present their award. Any dollar amount is sufficient and
appreciated. Most scholarships fall in the $300 - $1000 per year range. Scholarships provide a helpful start to our
college students. Student recipients are also very thankful for the community support. The two longest standing
scholarships are the Tri-Community Scholarship and the Myles Westman Scholarship which have been providing
scholarships to MCC students for many years. The largest scholarship currently available is the Dahl-Scott Scholarship
for students entering science, technology, engineering, or mathematics fields providing $8,000 per year for up to 5
years if students maintain requirements of scholarship. This year 2019 graduates received 25 different scholarships
with a value of over $65,000 at this year ?s awards ceremony. As a school district we are sincerely appreciative of those
that create scholarships and give back to our schools and our students that are graduating from MCC. If you have any
questions about starting a scholarship or contributing towards one of the scholarships offered we encourage you to
contact the Education Foundation or the school district and they can help you get started.
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Logbook s an d Ice Caps

Milestones

Passings

Classes celebrating milestone years.
1949 - 70 years

Jonathan Waterworth
Class of 1969
Clayton Hjelle
Elton Underdahl
Linda Holmaas Stromberg
Class of 1960
Ivan Melvie
Paul Roseland

1959 - 60 years
1969 - 50 years
1979 - 40 years
1989 - 30 years
1999 - 20 years
2009 - 10 years

Beulah (Hanson) Bjornrud
Dennis Hanson
Class of 1960
Shirly (Hagen) Smith
Class of 1955
Don Lunke
Class of 1972
We publish those that we know about, we
apologize if we have missed a loved one.

If you would like to submit a name for Logbooks and Ice Caps, please send it to MCC Ed Foundation, PO. Box 189, Newfolden,
MN 56738 or mcceducationfund@mccfreeze.org

Sch olar sh ips
At graduation time, scholarships are thought and talked about more. Scholarships don't happen overnight, it takes
time to build up an amount that will keep the scholarships funds continually generating enough money for awards
each year. It takes people, like you. Please consider one of these scholarships when you are donating.
Contributions can be made to the following scholarships through the MCC Education Foundation.
Myles Westman Memorial Scholarship (given to 2 seniors each year)
Taylor Moen Scholarship (given to 3 seniors each year)
Lloyd Melvie Aviation Scholarship (given to one senior)
MCC Education Foundation Scholarship (presently given to one senior)
MCC Education Foundation Scholarship Endowment Fund. Recently $244 was given to the Foundation to start a
scholarship endowment fund. An endowment fund is a fund that once it reaches a certain amount (usually
$10,000) will provide funds through the interest that it generates. We have a long way to go to reach the $10,000
goal.

SNOWBIRDS!
We need your help! Would you share your second
address and dates to use that address? Otherwise we
send out the Spotlight 2.0, only to have it returned and
you don't receive it! Any information you share with us
is kept in confidence. Please send the information to
MCC Education Foundation

Do you sh op at AM AZON? You can now
donate to the MCC Education Foundation
when you shop. You can do this through the
link on our webpage (see the links below) or
find us (Marshall County Central Education
Foundation, Inc) on www.smile.amazon.com

PO Box 189
Newfolden MN 56738
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Sethre's Foods
New Build & Remodel
Residential & Light Commercial
Cement

Roofing

Newfolden

Bemidji

Don

Josh

218-689-1140

Store Hours
Mon. 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Tues.- Fri. 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

218-556-7708

Lic#BC 668371

Newfolden, Minnesota

218-874-7405

We accept W IC & EBT

